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PARLIAMENT HOUSE — COMPUTER VIRUS 
Statement by President 

The PRESIDENT: I advise that late yesterday afternoon a computer virus penetrated Parliament’s information 
technology network despite sophisticated firewall virus protection. The IT staff have worked jointly with 
external IT specialists on a solution to return the network to normal operating status. I can advise that some 
services were restored about 10 minutes ago. While the Parliament’s IT network was offline it affected a number 
of house operations, including Hansard publications, the preparation and processing of questions on notice and 
answers to questions on notice; in addition, Parliament House telephones and the building’s paging system were 
nonoperational. If members need printing done—it may be okay now with some services—please approach 
chamber staff for assistance. There will probably still be some delay in members receiving copies of speeches 
from Hansard due to the disruption this afternoon. I thank all staff who have been working hard to restore full 
services to members, the chambers and Parliament House. I also thank members for your patience.  
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [1.05 pm]: Mr President, I wonder if 
it would be appropriate to allow me to make a quick response to what you have just said.  
The PRESIDENT: I am in a good mood, so yes. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I thank staff, some of whom I know have worked through long hours to get us back online. 
I appreciate their efforts for doing that, and that should be placed on the record. It is entirety fortuitous that 
10 minutes before we were to begin today they managed to meet that deadline, and I congratulate all of those 
staff for doing that—Parliament House staff and external staff as well. 
I think it would be a useful exercise if perhaps the Presiding Officers considered inviting members to give some 
feedback on how we all dealt with what happened today. I hope this never happens again, but I do fear that it is 
the way that some organisations seem to want to cause trouble these days. I invite you, Mr President, perhaps to 
discuss with the Speaker a way of asking MPs to give feedback on how we dealt with it and what might be done 
differently in communication next time.  
The PRESIDENT: Yes, I take that on board. In nearly 30 years in this place, this is the first time anything of 
this nature has happened on this scale, so I certainly take that suggestion on board.  
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